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Background and the Culture of Research
* Education: BA (Sociology), MHS (Social Behavioral

interventions), Fulbright Scholar (HIV stigma)
PhD (Epidemiology)
Postdoc (Health Social Science and Medical Anthropology)

e Research portfolio: (1) Violence, (2) HIV/AIDS

* Drugs and alcohol, gender and sexuality

 Funders: Thailand Research Fund and U.S. National
Institutes of Health (NIH)
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5‘,(‘ U.S. Department of Health & Human Services

m) National Institutes of Health
Turning Discovery Into Health

Health Information Grants & Funding News & Events Research & Training

Home » News & Events » News Releases

NEWS RELEASES

Wednesday, December 16, 2015

NIH unvells FY2016-2020 Strategic Plan

Detailed plan sets course for advancing scientific discoveries and human health.
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NIH-Wide Strategic Plan Framework

* Mission of NIH

= Current NIH-supported research landscape

Overview
* Unique moment of opportunity in biomedical research

= Constraints confronting the community in the face of lost purchasing power

Advance Opportunities in Biomedical Research

* Foundation for progress

Fundamental Science ]

= Consequences often unpredictable
* Technology leaps catalyze advances
* Data science increases impact/efficiency

Health Promotion/Disease

Prevention
= Importance of studying healthy individuals
= Advances in early diagnosis/detection
= Evidence-based reduction of health disparities

Treatments/Cures
= Opportunities based on molecular knowledge
* Breakdown of traditional disease boundaries
= Breakthroughs need partnerships, often come
from unexpected directions
= Advances in clinical methods stimulate progress

Set Priorities
= Incorporate disease burden as important, but not
sole factor
= Foster scientific opportunity; remain nimble
= Advance opportunities presented by rare diseases
= Consider value of permanently eradicating a
pandemic risk

Enhance Stewardship
= Recruit/retain outstanding research workforce
= Enhance workforce diversity
= Encourage innovation
= Optimize approaches to inform funding decisions
* Enhance impact through partnerships
= Ensure rigor and reproducibility
* Reduce administrative burden

Excel as a Federal Science Agency by Managing for Results
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» STS/Study of Technology and Science (Al)
* |CT, Humanities (philosophy), Social Science (Anthropology)

e Cybersecurity
* CMMU, ICT, Macquarie University

* Environment and globalization
* Criminology and social justice
* Buddhist studies

* Aging

2 Centers of Excellence in Research
e Gender, Sexuality and Health
* Inclusive Society
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Case Study

Resilience Study/TRF
Bangkok Online Testing on MSM/NIH
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* Resilience among vocational school students in Bangkok:
A mixed-method longitudinal study

* Thailand Research Fund (TRF-RSA) nusiawuiiinide (us3ds an7)
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Bangkok Online Testing On MSM

This study proposes the use of online HIV testing (OHT) as
an alternative HIV testing modality to increase

engagement, retention and linkage of YMSM in HIV
prevention, treatment and care services.

https://www.yodtube.com/watc ?v=042r_6KajOw
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 There is an alarming HIV epidemic among men who
have sex with men (MSM) in Thailand

* One third of MSM in Bangkok are living with HIV
« HIV incidence is as high as 12% per 100 person years

 Only half of MSM reported having ever tested for HIV

* Only 25% return to get their test results

 Thai government provides universal ART free

* Only 25% of young MSM are engaging in care and support,
suggesting few have suppressed HIV viral loads



@ Bangkok Online Testing On MSM

B Mahidol University
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Thomas E. Guadamuz, Ph.D., M.H.S.
Faculty of Social Sciences and Humanities, Mahidol University



1. To qualitatively explore barriers and facilitators to OHT
among Bangkok YMSM

2. To quantitatively examine current perceptions, barriers,
facilitators, and behaviors of HIV testing among Bangkok
YMSM, estimate the proportion likely to undergo OHT, and
identify factors associated with willingness to access OHT
and willingness to participate in a pilot study

3. To determine the acceptability/feasibility of OHT using a
new HIV rapid diagnostic antibody/antigen-based self-test
in real time and a self-collected DBS with centralized HIV
DNA testing



Use an online survey to characterize the testing behaviors,
attitudes and beliefs of a group of YMSM recruited online.

Bangkok Online Testing On MSM Survey
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Use Facebook and MSM dating apps for survey'distribution




Online Now

MSM dating apps (Blued + Hornet)
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» Pilot test OHT among 75 YMSM were randomly selected from
eligible YMSM from online survey and then follow up two
more times, 3 months apart. YMSM were trained online to use
the self-test kits with an online HIV nurse counselor through
videoconferencing. Self-test kits contained both a rapid test kit
and a dried blood spot (DBS) kit for HIV DNA confirmation.

Lo

Alere rapid tést




.~ Online counseling
(Line video call)
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WHAT’S NEXT?

 NIH/RO1 Research Project Grant Program (2.5M USD)
e https://grants.nih.gov/grants/funding/r01.htm

* Wellcome Investigator Award in Humanities and Social
Science (1M pound sterling)

* https://wellcome.ac.uk/funding/schemes/investigator-awards-
humanities-and-social-science
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Questions/Discussions



